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majority in the House of Commons, was the first
to use it for this purpose. It became known in the
autumn of 1858 that the Conservative chiefs were
preparing a measure on the subject to be laid
before Parliament in the Session of 1859.

They had the disadvantage of finding the ground
pre-occupied by the great classic orator of Radical-
ism with a Radical programme. Restored to
Parliamentary life by the choice of a city since
found unfaithful to the principles he held most
dear, John Bright had spent the autumn recess in
delivering a series of speeches at Birmingham,
Manchester, and Glasgow on behalf of Parlia-
mentary reform. Of these it will be enough to
say that the reasons just given for the reconstitu-
tion of our representative system have been chiefly
drawn from the materials they supply, and that
the scheme they advocate differs from that since
adopted with the consent of all parties only by
being somewhat less democratic.

At the time Bright's oratorical campaign failed
of its intended effect, and was acknowledged by his
friends to be a failure. His opposition to the
Russian and Chinese wars may have discredited
his advocacy of any other cause ; and the generally
prosperous state of the working classes left them
pretty well satisfied with things as they were. But
his impressive caution against accepting any such
illusory compromise as the Conservative scheme
threatened to be sealed beforehand the fate of
Disraeli's Reform Bill. No one who studies the
provisions of that Bill can possibly accept as
sincere the modern claim of the Conservatives to
be a democratic party, although they may sometimes